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   The Málaga was host to 
a Study Visit for Project 
INOLINK, organised by the 
Andalusian Technology Net-
work, RETA, Lead Partner 
of this initiative, last March 
14 – 15. During these two 
days, participants met firs-
thand the different initiati-
ves carried out in Andalusia 
on the subject of innovation  

Among the initiatives analy-
sed during the two-day 
event were the International 
Association of Science and 
Technology Parks (IASP), selected as Best Practice in 

innovation in Andalusia by 
the Project partners, ha-
ving arisen great interest 
among the participants. 

The JEREMIE Initiative (Joint 
European Resources for Mi-
cro to Medium Enterprises) 
has been developed jointly 
by the European Com-
mission and the European 
Investment Fund, with the 
purpose of financing ope-
rations that contribute to 
facilitate the creation of fi-
nancial engineering instru-

JEREMIE REVOLVING FUNDS, SELECTED AS BEST 
PRACTICE IN INNOVATION DEVELOPED IN 

ANDALUSIA BY THE PARTNERS OF PROJECT INOLINK

Spain’s National Association 
of Science and Technology 
Parks (APTE), Spain’s Natio-
nal Association of Business 
and Innovation Centres (AN-
CES) and the Andalusian Te-
chnology Network (RETA). 

Other initiatives presented 
were the Andalusian Tech-
nology Corporation (CTA), 
the International Mobility 
Program for Andalusian Hu-
man Capital (Talentia) and 
Program JEREMIE (revolving 
funds to support companies 
in Andalusia). The latter was 
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ments, such as risk-capital, 
guarantee or credit funds, It 
was made according to art. 
44 of the European Council’s 
rule No 1083/2006 y 
and European Commis-
sion rule No 1828/2006. 

The investment strategy 
sought by JEREMIE funds 
includes aspects such as the 
creation of tractor compa-
nies in key strategic sectors 
in Andalusia, the investment 
in companies with a high 
growth potential,, with com-
petitive advantages to turn 
them into global leaders 
and to reinforce the finan-
cial structure to facilitate 
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the international expansion 
of Andalusian companies, 

Moreover, among the goals 
of JEREMIE funds is to ca-
talyze the change in the 
Andalusian productive mo-

del towards a sustainable 
economy, to strengthen 
productivity and competi-
tiveness in the face of the 
needs of globalization, 
to create a multiplying 
effect on investment and 
to develop human capital 
in Andalusian companies, 
offering professional deve-
lopment to the best prepared 
The experience of the An-
dalusian Technology Park 
(PTA) and the work of 
the Technology Innova-
tion and Transfer Centre 
of Andalusia (CITAnda-
lucía), were also studied 
during the visit to Málaga.
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Project INOLINK at Eris@ 
Annual Conference 2011

INOLINK Lead Partner 
RETA, the Andalusian Te-
chnology Network, as well 
as FUNDECYT, the Founda-
tion for the Development of 
Science and Technology in 
Extremadura, also an INO-
LINK Project partner. During 

this presentation, it was 
stated that the main 

goal of Project 
INOLINK is to 

improve the 
reach of 
r e g i o n a l 
innovation 
policies in 
d i f fe ren t 
European 
regions, as 

well as the 
in terc hange 

of experiences 
on the creation 

Eris@, European Associe-
tion of Regions for Informa-
tion Society, held its Annual 
Conference 2011 last April 
in Krakow (Poland), na-
med “Moving from policy 
to practice”, where Project 
INOLINK “Connecting the 
territory through the inno-
vation network” was pre-
sented, a Project co-finan-
ced by the European Union 
through Regional Develo-
pment Funds, by means of 
Interreg IV C programme, 
in which 11 partners from 
nine EU countries take part. 

The Project presentation 
was made by 

and operation of networ-
ks and public structures 
that promote cooperation. 

The presentation of Project 
INOLINK received a warm 
welcome in Krakow from 
other regions that also par-
ticipated in the Eris@ Con-
ference, due to the fact that 
INOLINK Project objectives 
are articulated, in a way, 
with what Eris@ promotes 
since 1995, that is dialogue 
among the regions and the 
exchange of experiences. 
This event has been a chance 
to present to other regions 
advances in the Project, 
such as the methodology 
used in the exchange of 
experiences or the common 
search for improvements 
in innovation networks. 
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PROJECT INOLINK, ON THE 31ST 
PODIM CONFERENCE

zets Hrabar”. Companies, 
offering job opportuni-
ties and students from the 
University could establish 
contacts at the job fair. 

Participants in the event re-

Results and objectives of 
INOLINK Project were pre-
sented at the event “My 
career 2011”, which was 
held on 11th May 2011 
at the premises of Varna 
Free University, Chernori-
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ceived INOLINK brochure 
and information regarding 
existing innovation networks 
and innovation actors, des-
cribed in the Good practi-
ces, gathered during the im-
plementation of the projects. 
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COVENTRY HOST TO PROJECT INOLINK STU-
DY VISIT IN MAY, ORGANISED BY CONVEN-

TRY UNIVERSITY ENTERPRISES LTD

      Conventry became the 
meeting point for Project 
INOLINK partners on May, 

5 and 6, hosting a Study 
Visit organised by Coven-
try University Enterprises 
Limited. Along the two day 

event, participants co-
vered a packed 

agenda in which 
several initia-

tives related 
to innovation 
and carried 
out in this 
UK region 
were stu-
died. 

Particularly, 
the work 

programme in-

cluded initiatives such as 
Coventry & Warwickshire 
LEP and West Midland re-
gional economic develop-
ment; Knowledge Transfer 
Network;  West Midlands 
European Services; Bir-
mingham Science City & 
West Midland Innovation 
Alliance; Midlands Enter-
prise Network; UK trade 
and investment; Manufac-
turing advisory service; Mi-
dlands World Trade Forum; 
Knowledge transfer part-
nership; Innovation networ-
ks; y Technology Networks. 
Moreover, other interesting 
initiatives on innovation 
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were scanned; Speed pro-
ject, IAE; and INNOVISTA 
Network, which was selec-
ted by the INOLINK part-
ners as Best Practice. 

Innovista Network is a com-
munity of interest company 
limited by guarantee to 
support the start-up and 
early growth stage of in-
novative companies. It’s 
designed to develop social 
capital through innovation, 
the network is designed to 
be very broad and provi-
de the professional skills 
which entrepreneurs seek 
to access, using the proven 
experience and success of 
the members. It is the cen-
tral hub for other relevant 
support networks.

The Network has been re-
registered as a CIC from 
a company limited by 
guarantee. The CIC status 
means that the organization 
is not for profit, any annual 
surplus generated is used in 
furthering the network and 
not for distribution to share-
holders. This is good prac-
tice because it encourages 
participation and interac-
tion as a respectful and 

friendly face of business 
support aimed at under-
privileged and disaffected 
persons in our society. The 
support is on an ongoing 
basis and looks to make the 
new venture distinctive and 
sustainable by using innova-
tion and creative thought at 
all stages. It is the synthesis 
of 10 years of similar pro-
jects using the best practice 
from each.

Main activities are business 
support, intellectual proper-
ty and asset management, 
delivering creative and in-
novative solutions in getting 

ideas from concepts to mar-
ket, training and mentoring 
of individuals, sourcing trus-
ted professional services. 

Finally, activities being ca-
rried out within the project 
were presented. 

NanoBioNet presented the 
firs results of the regional 
surveys, Etruria Innovazio-
ne presented the draft of 
the guide for the creation 
and operation of a regio-
nal innovation network, 
and Maribor presented the 
questionnaire for the imple-
mented plan. 
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MARIBOR DEVELOPMENT AGENCY, 
HOST TO THE INOLINK STUDY VISIT AND 

STEERING COMMITTEE IN SLOVENIA
 Maribor Development 
Agency, Project INOLINK 
partner, was host to the 
fourth study visit and stee-
ring committee of the Pro-
ject, held in Slovenia at the 
end of June, 2011. 

During the two-day wor-
kshop, INOLINK partners 
reviewed the activities ca-
rried out within the Project 
and debated over the next 
study visits to be held in the 
upcoming months. 

Also, the partners had the 
opportunity to learn about 
different projects and inno-

vation initiatives in this Slo-
venian region, among which 
the INOLINK partners se-
lected Pomurje Technology 
Park-PTP as Best Practice. 

Pomurje Technology Park 
is a founding mem-

ber of the As-
sociation of 

incubators 
and tech-
n o l o g y 
parks of 
S l o v e -
nia, and 
is iden-
tified as 

such in the 
local and 

wider area 
of Slovenia. 
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Its main task is to foster a 
business environment whe-
re creativity and innova-
tion a key strategy for the 
breakthrough companies. 
With the existing support 
mechanisms and programs 
to support entrepreneurs-
hip and seeks to transfer 
knowledge and technology 
from research institutions 
to companies. PTP helping 
companies to overcome bu-
siness and market challen-
ges, with a view to rapidly 
develop business ideas into 
products and services and 
then enter the market. They 
encouraged the realization 
of business ideas based on 
the higher added value and 
create a stimulating envi-

ronment for entrepreneur-
ship.

INOLINK Partners have se-
lected PTP as Best Practice 
because the Technology 
Park is a supporting ins-
titution that provides and 
develops the technology 
entrepreneurial environ-
ment and care for crea-
tion, operation and growth 
of innovative technology 
companies with the most 
demanding global mar-
ket potential. The company 
offers a regulated business 
environment, business faci-
lities with the infrastructure, 
focused business, intellectual 
and other services and links 
with academia.

About Maribor Development 
Agency 
Maribor Development 
Agency (MRA), as one of 
the oldest Slovenian deve-
lopment agencies, establis-
hed in 1995 it was from 
the beginning enhancing 
the business development in 
Podravje region. In order to 
stimulate the co-operation 
between the second largest 

University in Slovenia, lo-
cated in Maribor, and the 
business sector the Styrian 
Technology Park (STP) was 
established in early 1997, 
owned by MRA. According 
to the national classification 
STP acts as the business in-
cubator. 

There are several public 
and private institutions dea-
ling with the innovation and 
the technology transfer: Te-
chnoCenter, university incu-
bator, EEN Network - just to 
mention a few. Since 2006 
the agreement between di-
fferent regional institutions 
was signed in order to en-
hance the business develo-
pment. 

It has to be mentioned that 
was Maribor the largest Yu-
goslav industrial basin. Still 
the main five industrial sec-
tors (according to the total 
number of employees with 
the correlation degree cour-
se or research centres in the 
region) are manufacturing, 
construction, transport and 
storage, market, mainte-
nance and repair of motor 

and other business activities 
although are not rated as 
most innovative. The regio-
nal innovation potentials lies 
within the green-policy as 
well as in the research fields 
such as automatics/robotics, 
new materials, biochemistry, 
renewable energy, environ-
mental technologies to the 
new generics in pharmacy, 
specific knowledge in sec-
tors with higher competiti-
veness rate, medical equip-
ment and tools, engineering 
in connection with the plans 
for Science park and the 
green tourism linked to the 
organic food and nature 
protection. 

The long tradition in buil-
ding the public awareness 
on innovation management 
in the Podravje region as 
well as the system appro-
aches developed at the 
University show clearly that 
the innovation should not be 
understood only in the terms 
of innovation, but that the 
whole process for managing 
it within the organisations  
shall take into account all 5 
phases of its development.
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