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    The project  “INO-
LINK” framed in the Inte-
rreg initiative, promotes 
the experiences exchan-
ge on innovation within 
the European regions.

A total of eleven enti-
ties from nine European 
Countries such as Bulga-
ria, France, Germany, 
Italy, Portugal, Romania, 
Slovenia, Spain, and Uni-
ted Kingdom, participa-
te in the European pro-
ject INOLINK, leaded 

by the Andalusian Tech-
nology Network (RETA).

The INOLINK project has 
been approved in the 
framework of the INTE-
RREG IVC Programme, 
co-financed by the Eu-
ropean Union through 
FEDER Funds, with a bud-
get of 1.97 million Euros.

INOLINK is a three years 
project, whose overall ob-
jective is increasing the 
reach of regional innova-

tion policies, through 
a better connec-

tion within the 
r e g i o n a l 

innovation 
sys tems, 
especia-
lly of 
t h o s e 
located 
in the 

most pe-
r i p h e r a l 

and bac-
kward areas.

 To achieve this 

objective, the INOLINK 
project proposes the ex-
change of experiences in 
the setting up and functio-
ning of public structures 
and networks, which su-
pport innovation and the 
participation in R&D coo-
peration and knowledge 
transfer of actors in peri-
pheral areas and less in-
novative sectors, within the 
regional innovation system. 

The project expects to 
result on the transfer of 
good practices between 
the participation regions, 
and on the improvement 
of skills and competences 
of staff in charge of the 
definition and implementa-
tion of innovation policies 
in all participating regions.

Besides, The Andalusian 
Technology Network – 
RETA (Spain), as Lead 
partner, ten partners from 
nine EU Member States 
take part into the INOLINK 
project

11 Entities from 9 European countries 
participate in the European project 

“INOLINK”, leaded by RETA

Entities involved in the “INOLINK” Project

The Andalusian Technology Network - RETA (Spain)

University of the Algarve (Portugal)

Foundation for the Development of Science and Technology in 

Extremadura - Fundecyt (Spain)

Regional Enterpreneurship and Innovation (Bulgaria)

Maribor Development Agency (Slovenia)

North-East Regional Development Agency (Romania)

Coventry University Enterprises Limited (United Kingdom)

Etruria Innovazione (Italy)

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Essonne (France)

NanoBioNet (Germany)

Abruzzo Region (Italy)
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University of the Algarve

tion imposed by national 
government to universi-
ties in Portugal in 2008 
(RJIES), CRIA was formally 
established as a functio-
nal division of the Univer-
sity of the Algarve 

the University of the Al-
garve has participated 
in 88 European projects, 
in 302 national projects 
and 67 projects contrac-
ted by national public or 
private bodies. The fun-
ding for R&D projects was 
mainly obtained trough 
national resources 
(66%), Euro-
pean funding 
(19%) and 
Portugue-
se indus-
t ry/ in s -
titutional 
– based 
c o o p e -
r a t i o n 
a g r e e -
ments (15%)
With the inter-
nal reorganiza-

        The University of the 
Algarve (UAlg) is a young 
higher education public 
institution located in the 
southern region of Por-
tugal. UAlg has around 
750 permanent teaching 
and 450 research staff, 
evidencing a growing 
commitment towards R&D 
and Innovation. The main 
research and teaching 
areas are: Earth and Ma-
rine Sciences, Health, Ma-
nagement and Tourism, En-
gineering and Technology 
and Social Sciences and 
Humanities. The UAlg’s Re-
search Performance (mea-
sured by publications per 
researcher holding a PhD) 
was ranked 2nd among 
Portuguese universities. In 
the period 2000-2006- 

Portugal
The Andalusian Technology 
Network (RETA) - 

Enterprise to foster R&D&I 
in Andalusian companies.
RETA is a network formed 
by the actors of the Anda-
lusian Knowledge system 
wihch has to fulfil a dual 
responsability; to link up 
and integrate the various 

elements of the Anda-
lusian framework 

of expertise, 
generating 

synergies 
and ac-
ting as 
an in-
terface 
b e t -
w e e n 
t h e s e s 

d i v e r s e 
e l e m e n t s 

and to facili-
tate and pave the 

     The Andalusian Tech-
nology Network (RETA) is 
a non-profit organisation 
that was incorporated 
in April 2005 at the ini-
tiative of the Regional 
Ministry of Innovation, 
Science and 

way for this expertise and 
innovation to filter through 
to the commercial sector as 
a whole, overcoming such 
traditional obstacles such 
as the size and geographi-
cal location of the business.  

At the present time, RETA 
is  made up of 53 asso-
ciate members distributed 
the lengh and breadth of 
the province of Andalusia, 
comprising principally the 
Technology  Parks, Tech-
nology Centres, Innovation 
Centres, European Busi-
ness Centres and the uni-
versities in the Andalusian 
region. Since its creation 
in 2005, the network has 
expanded and now com-
prises a total of 125 Tech-
nology Clusters

Spain
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Fundecyt

tions: Caja Badajoz and 
Caja Extremadura.

      The Foundation for 
the Development of 
Science and Technology 
in Extremadura (FUN-
DECYT) was created in 
1995, launched with the 
support and guidance 
of the Regional Gover-
nment, the University of 
Extremadura and two 
regional financial Institu-

Since its creation, the aim 
of Fundecyt has been to 
serve as a link between 
Corporations, the Univer-
sity and Society, establis-

hing a dialogue and co-
llaboration between them 

and thus contributing to 
improving its area 

of action, crea-
ting wealth 

and the 
i n t eg ra l 
develo-
p m e n t 
of the 
A u t o -
nomous 
r e g i o n 

of Extre-
madura.

The activities 
of the Foundation 

Spain

have been very intense 
and it has always distin-
guished itself by being at 
the forefront of technolo-
gical innovation, leading 

past and present changes 
which have transformed 
this region, without forget-
ting its national and inter-
national influence through 
participation in internatio-
nal networks.

The support of Society 
in Extremadura and the 
confidence deposited in it 
by national and European 
Community institutions 
for the implementation 
of countless projects are 
proof of the specialisation 
and professionalism of the 
staff and services

8

Regional Entrepreneurship
and Innovation -

international markets; 
-Organizing and partici-
pation in national and in-
ternational multidiscipline 
teams, meetings, confe-
rences and seminars

tial conditions for the de-
velopment of technology 
oriented SMEs;
- Commercialization of 
scientific research;
- Know-how and technolo-
gy transfer;
- Rendering assistan-
ce in the finding 
of markets, 
partners for 
tec hno lo-
gical and 
business 
collabo-
r a t i o n , 
financial 
sources; 
- Active 
advertising 
and marke-
ting policy on 
the domestic and 

         The Regional Agen-
cy for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation is a non-
governmental utilitarian 
non-profit organization, 
carrying out its activi-
ties in public benefit, 
for stimulating regional 
economy, through the de-
velopment of entrepre-
neurship and innovations.
RAPIV follows three 
trends for development:
High-Technology Business 
Incubator; Centre for In-
novations and Technology 
Transfer and High-Tech-
nology Park - Varna.

Activities are directed to 
improve innovation envi-
ronment in the region; 
- Providing of preferen-

Bulgaria

6
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North-Est Regional Development
Agency - 

partments of 
the agency 
are con-
c e r n e d 
t h e i r 
s t r uc tu -
re is the 
following 
one: 1) 
P lann ing, 
P r o g r a m -
ming Direc-
torate 2) ROP 
Intermediate Body 

ture of the agency (Late 
March 2010) has a staff 
of 91 employees, all hired 
based on labor contract 
concluded for undetermi-
ned period, most of them 
having high university edu-
cational background (eco-
nomists and engineers). As 
far as the operational de-

Directorate 3) PHARE and 
Romanian Programmes 
Directorate 4) Regional 
Communication and Pro-
motion Directorate 5) 
Economic Directorate 6)
Legal and Human Resour-
ces Directorate 7) Inter-
nal Audit 8) Internal Audit 
Directorate 9) Director 
General’s Assistant

sible for elaboration and 
implementation of regio-
nal development policies.

This agency elaborates 
and promotes strategies, 
attracts resources, identi-
fies and implements fun-
ding programs and provi-
des services for stimulation 
of sustainable economic 
growth, partnerships and 
entrepreneurial spirit. 
The organizational struc-

             The North-East Re-
gional Development Agen-
cy is a non-governmental, 
non-profit making organi-
zation of public utility es-
tablished on April 1, 1999. 
The agency is the executi-
ve body of the North-East 
Regional Development 
Board body held respon-

Romania
Maribor Development Agency

purpose of MRA is to 
foster economic develo-
pment and 

      Maribor Develop-
ment Agency (MRA) was 
established by the Muni-
cipality Maribor in 1993 
in order to foster business 
and economic activities 
of Podravje region. The 

regeneration, to promote 
business efficiency, inves-
tment, competitiveness and 
employment, to enhance 
development and appli-
cation of skills relevant to 
employment and to contri-
bute to sustainable deve-
lopment. MRA acts mainly 
on three development 

axis: regional de-
velopment, hu-

man resour-
ces, labour 

m a r k e t 
develop-
ment as 
well as 
e c o n o -
mic coo-
peration. 

In the 
framework 

of regional 
development 

the main occupa-
tion is preparation of 

Slovenia

Regional Development 
Plans and their implemen-
tation, acting as technical 
assistance to the Regional 
Development Council and 
Regional Council and the 
preparation of the Stra-
tegic Plan for the Maribor 
City Municipality. 

In the framework of eco-
nomic cooperation MRA 
plays the role in interna-
tionalization of Podravje`s 
SME, marketing of the re-
gion and is actively invol-
ved in the European Enter-
prise Network.

MRA is also the owner and 
the main stakeholder of 
the Štajerski Technology 
Park, one of the most pro-
mising projects in the pre-
accession period that acts 
as regional incubator of 
Podravje region



Coventry University

         Coventry Univer-
sity  is one of the most 
successful UK organi-
sations for supporting 
knowledge based en-

terprises, establising and 
developing successful te-
chnology businesses and 
supporting high - growth 
international trade. It has 
offices in five continents.

It delivers practical 
support, help 

and guidance 
to a wide 
range of 
technolo-
gy and 
h i g h 
g row t h 
busines-
ses each 

year. It’s 
part of the 

University’s 

Business Development 
Group and It’s clear focu-
sed on business develop-
ment and business support. 
Coventry University Enter-
prises Limited one of the 
largest UK and European 
University enterprises or-
ganisations. CUE has been 
instrumental in developing 
and launching for future 
looking institutes; Institutes 
that are alredy delive-
ring benefits to the eco-
nomy; The Serious Games 
Institute, The Institute for 
Creative Enterprises; The 
Health Design Technology 
Institute and The Institute of 
Applied Enterpreunership

United Kingdom

19 8

Etruria Innovazione

         

Italy

10



121

CCI Essone

one after the department 
of Paris in the framework 
of private and public re-
search. The Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
of the Essonne works with 

      Department of the 
Essonne (1804 km2) is 
one of the most innovati-
ve territories in France: in 
fact, this Department po-
sitions itself as the second 

more than 34 000 compa-
nies specialized in techno-
logical fields: ICT, biotech, 
optics, etc. Two worldwide 
clusters are located in the 
Essonne: System@tic and 

Medicen and three natio-
nal clusters are also 

located in the Es-
sonne (Astech, 

M o v ’ e o , 
Cap Digi-
tal). Two 
interna-
t i o n a l 
projects 
are im-
plemen-

ted in the 
E s s o n n e : 

Paris Saclay 
Innovation and 

Biotech Valley. 

their business development 
(Finance, Export, Business 
Intelligence, Sustainable 
development, etc…). Their 
service (Innovation and Te-
chnological Development) 
facilitates and promotes 
innovation and strengthens 
the collaboration between 
public labs and companies. 

Globally speaking, 50 ad-
visors work at the Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry of the Essonne, of 
which 6 are dedicated to 
innovation 

France

11

The Essonne is divided into 
3 different districts: Evry, 
Palaiseau and Etampes. 
The Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry of the 
Essonne supports SMEs in 

             NanoBioNet is a network connecting universities, research institutes, hospi-
tals, and companies. The non-profit association were founded 2002 to enhance the 
communication between research, economy, politics and the public. 

Their goal is to:
• Create new, innovative, and marketable products and workplaces, 
• Create and provide nano- and biotechnological teaching contents for all       

education levels, 
• Support research and development 
• Inform the public about the exciting world of nano- and biotechnology. 

And Their key issues are: 

• Chemical nanotechnology 
• Nanobiotechnology 
• Pharmaceutical biotechnology and 
• Nanoethics and nanosafety 

NanoBionet
Germany



113

Abruzzo Region
Italy

www.inolink.eu


